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CITY OF ALBANY — GOVERNANCE ISSUES 

132. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Local Government: 

I have written to the minister seeking advice on the action that he is taking on the current issues involving the 
City of Albany. 

(1) At the meeting that the minister held yesterday in Albany, were all of the controversial issues 
discussed? 

(2) What additional action is the minister taking to resolve the issues and reinstate a stable local 
government in Albany? 

(3) Will the minister commit to make public all reports, including the council’s reply and the findings on 
the situation, including those presented to the minister by his investigators currently in Albany; and, if 
not, why not? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1)–(3) I thank the member for Albany for his question. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Good question! 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: It is a good question. I recognise that the member for Albany has written to me 
previously on this issue, and that there have been a lot of media reports —  

Mr P.B. Watson: But I never got an answer.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: It was not long ago, member for Albany.  

Can I say also that I did talk to the member for Albany on the phone first thing this morning, and I did advise the 
member of what I did in Albany yesterday afternoon. All the issues that have been raised were discussed. I am 
not sure of the exact time, but the meeting took about an hour and a half. As far as I am concerned, all the issues 
that have been raised were discussed. I just want to say to the member for Albany that I am going down this path 
because I have high regard for the community of Albany. My preferred option is to have the councillors of the 
City of Albany work through this problem and tell me in writing by 30 April exactly how they will progress. As 
I said in answer to an earlier question, they have no doubt how I feel about this. I have processes and options 
open to me. I am giving them the opportunity to demonstrate to me how serious they are about resolving this 
problem. As the member for Albany will know from previous investigations and inquiries that have been held, it 
is not a cheap matter. The people of Albany will pay for it. I do not want the people of Albany to wear that 
unless I have exhausted all those other avenues. I have asked the councillors to come back to me by the end of 
April. That is the course of action I have recommended. The majority have said that they are happy to work with 
me. I will wait for their response to clarify that. 

Mr P.B. Watson: The majority are on the council, but it is the minority that you have to get on your side. They 
are the ones who are causing havoc. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: On my side? 

Mr P.B. Watson: No, on the opposite side to everyone else. They are the ones that you have to get on side. The 
rest of them are okay. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: In local government, as in this place, last time I looked we still had a democracy. 
Decisions are made in council chambers on the basis of the majority. They must learn to accept the umpire’s 
decision. 
 


